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MARTIN LUTHER - GOD’S REFORMER

by Miss Jean

Saying we are Christians means that we believe in Jesus as God’s Son and as our
Savior. Today in the 21st Century Christians can belong to one of many different
churches. We might go to a Methodist or Presbyterian Church, or a Baptist or
Assembly of God Church. We can be Brethren or Catholic, Nazarene or Lutheran. But
that wasn't always true.

Hundreds of years ago during the Medieval age Christians did not have these
choices. There was only one big church that was considered Christian. Over many
years it grew very large, very powerful, and very wealthy.

Some of the things the medieval church did were wrong. They were not
very “Christian” at all. But most people could not read and study the Bible for
themselves. So, they did whatever the medieval church leaders told them to do.

In 1483 Martin Luther was born in Germany. Martin grew up and became
very well educated. In 1507 he became a monk. That meant that he read, studied,
taught, and preached the Bible. He was a really good speaker. People came from
miles around to hear him teach and preach. Martin was super energetic, and a bit
stubborn. When he believed something, no one or nothing could change his mind
about it. And, he loved to debate others about it.

The more Martin Luther studied the Bible the more upset he became about
some of the things the medieval church taught and did. He was also worried about
his own sins. He tried and tried to be a good person. But he felt he could never
be good enough to please God. After studying the Bible (especially the book of
Romans) for years he concluded that the only way to please God was to put our faith
in Jesus. He understood that the Bible says we can never do enough good works to
be accepted by God—to be saved. That happens only with faith in Christ.

This truth was life-changing for him. It relieved his worry and anxiousness.
Martin also became convinced that the medieval church was not teaching this truth
to people. He was sure he was right about this, and he would not stop teaching and
preaching about it. He made a list of all the things he believed that the church was
doing against God's Word. This list was called The Ninety-five Theses. Martin wanted
all the leaders of the church to discuss these things and decide to do what was right
about them.

This made the leaders of the medieval church very angry. They told him he had
to stop preaching about it or they would punish him.

Martin wrote his Ninety-five Theses down and nailed them to the front door
of his church in Germany. This caused a BIG stir among church leaders and among
thousands of ordinary people. We call this big stir The Protestant Reformation. Each
year at the end of October, many churches celebrate the Reformation and remember
Martin Luther as its leader.
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Reformation means to change things drastically—to take things apart and put
them back together differently. Martin wasn’t trying to start a whole new religion. But
he was trying to reform that one big Church. He was trying to get the leaders of the
Church to fix those ninety-five things and change the Church to be more Christ-like.

For years Martin kept on talking and writing pamphlets about the things he
believed were wrong.

Other leaders in small towns and churches across Europe believed the same way
that Martin did. They also began preaching and teaching that things must change. The
idea of making these changes spread across Europe from village to village, and church
to church like a wildfire. Soon thousands of people left the one big Church and started
their own kinds of churches.

Martin didn’t plan to make new kinds of churches. But his ideas and his
determination that he was right reformed many things. He gave others the courage to
protest and demand changes, too. His ideas sparked the beginnings of many different
Christian churches, and even changed many governments in Europe.

Other people called Martin, and those who agreed with him, Protestants because
they protested some of the teachings and practices of the medieval church. Those who
followed exactly what Martin Luther taught were called Lutherans.

The names stuck. Today, Baptists, Methodists, Lutherans, Presbyterians,
Assembly of God people, and lots of other churches are called Protestant churches.

Martin Luther became famous in Europe. He didn’t set out to become famous.
But speaking out and writing about the things he knew were true, made him famous.
His strength and determination to do the right thing inspired many people to break
away from the medieval church and start their own kinds of churches. This is why he is
called the Father of the Protestant Reformation.

Martin lived to be an old man. He married and had six children whom he loved
dearly. He and his wife, Kathe, helped many people who were poor and orphaned. He
spent the rest of his life teaching people the truths of the Bible.

He also translated the entire Bible from Greek and Hebrew into the German
language so that every German person could read it for themselves. This was exciting
because the medieval church kept the Bible a secret so that only the leaders could
read it.

Two very important truths that Martin Luther held dear were:

1. Salvation is a gift from God that we receive by faith in Christ alone. No one can
do enough good things to earn salvation.
2.The only way to learn God's truth and how to please God is to study the Bible.
No other books, and no other person can tell us what God’s truth is.
These two things became the foundation for all Protestant churches’ beliefs.
Martin Luther’s goal was not to change the world, but simply to make Christianity true
to Christ and the Bible. But Martin did change the world because he allowed God to
change him. He worked to bring Christianity back to its foundations of godly truth and
sincerity. That resulted in the formation of many Protestant churches around the world.

Use this story to help you with the crossword puzzle on page 21.
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BOOKMARKS!

In the spirit of Martin Luther and Reformation Day when asked to change his statement he said, "Here I stand; I
can do no other.” Of course this was in German!

Color and cut out these 3 bookmarks. Maybe even use packing tape or laminate them.
I bet you'll make them look great!
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Martin Luther coloring page | Free Printable Coloring Pages
https:/ /www.supercoloring.com/coloring-pages/martin-luther
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REFORMATION

o WORD SEARCH 1
Words can be found in any direction and
can share letters as they cross over each other.

LUTHER (J TRENT [J TRANSLATION [J PAPACY
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REFORMATION WORD SEARCH 2

:/" Words can be found in either D
left to right or top going down. 0
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RIDDUEY.

In autumn | rise, beneath the skies,

Orange and large, a sight for your eyes.

Not a fruit, not a tree, but somewhere between,
In pies and soups, I'm often seen.

What am I?

RIDDUEs?

In days of old, | stood so bold,
With theses in hand, I'd make a stand.

Not a king, nor a knight, but a monk with a plight,
For a church to reform, | would ignite.

Who am I?
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Puzzle Solutions

Squirrel and acorn maze

Martin Luther

RIDDUEs?;

RIDDUEY

A pumpkin
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REFORMATION WORD SEARCIH 2
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Puzzle Solutions

Reformation Crossword
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